
DesignDash:
Double Springs, Alabama
A DesignDash Report



Just a Word…
DesignDash Double Springs was a single day community design blitz that took place on April 15, 2021. The single day event partnered 
a small group of community members with a team of four design professionals to look at a site-specific design issue. The following is a 
report including the input we gathered from the community, input from the design team, and the visual representation of both.

I. How Did We Get Here?

II. Community Information Gathering

III. Team’s Vision

IV. Broad Timeline

V. Funding Sources/People To Know
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The Town of Double Springs asked DesignAlabama 
to look at a small parcel of land along AL-195 that is 
close to the historical location of the “double springs” 
that existed before the road was constructed. 
There is a group of community leaders which have 
been active in creating community events that are 
interested in using the site as a pocket park to tell 
the history of the double springs and potentially as a 
welcome station. Our design team worked with the 
community members to help create a clear vision,  
deliver a series of drawings for that site, and ensure 
it properly relates to the community.

I. How did we get here? 
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II. Community Information Gathering
A) The first part of our day in Double Springs was 
spent with community members gathering their 
insight and perspective on their community and 
this site. This was done through conversation, a 
site visit and team exercises. Following are those 
ideas collected during the initial community 
information gathering:

> Site of potential park once housed a saw mill and 
cotton gin

> ALDOT is thought to have covered the springs

> Community Unity is an active group ready to jump in  
and get started

> Tribute to history, nature and region

> Opportunities for Eagle Scout projects

> Use of Native Plants

> Connection to the Sipsey wilderness/Bankhead 
National Forest

> Make the park a reason to walk from the school

> Visitor Center

> Downtown needs green and some easy wins

> Creating a unified elevator speech 

> Cowcumber Tree
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B) The next step in our process was walking 
as a group to the site to explore the site in a 
different way. Often community members do not 
walk their own downtown or stand in the places 
they aim to change. This exercise offered that 
opportunity to the community members and 
designers. During this time, we asked everyone to 
think about a few things. Those items included: what 
could make the walk from Town Hall to the site better? 
When you are the site what do you see? What is 
important about the site, and Double Springs? What 
challenges should we know about? And what does 
Success mean for you on this project? 
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What could make the walk better?

Connection to the site to create better access, an 
actual sidewalk or barriers between the walking 
space and traffic, sidewalks, murals, clearly defined 
walkways, more scenery (planters, benches), stair 
access from Main Street.

When you are the site, what do you see?

Lots of over area, the sight or length of site is good, 
very close to the road, a large bank, flat area, level 
area, to the left industrial buildings, needs visual barrier, 
lots of noise, natural stone, uphill, downhill, noise, a 
blank canvas to create a representation of the natural 
resources and history of the community, perfect location 
for a pocket park.

What is important about the site, and 
Double Springs?

The site can be an important not to history that would 
potentially draw younger people, accessibility to 
downtown area, sits on water table, center of county 
and gateway to the wilderness, historically near 
Cheatham Road, near the original site of the springs, 
the reason the site of the town is where it is because of 
the springs as a source for year round water, it can be 
a focal point near downtown, to create a green space, 
to draw attention away from the less-than aesthetic 
elements in the area, Double Springs represents the 
balance in the beauty of nature and small town life.

What challenges to we know about?

Traffic, access, parking, parking space, electricity, how 
to get water to the site, traffic, getting in and out of the 
small area, right of way, congestion, money, funding, 
highway traffic and road noise, lots of trucking, no 
restaurants downtown, maintenance.

What does success mean for you on 
this project? 

A green space in the heart of downtown that promotes 
spending time and creates an appreciation for the area, 
a park with greenery and waster in the fashion of the 
original two springs, native plant life, rock work, true 
to Double Springs and not Winston County, history 
for future generations to learn about Double Springs, 
I would like to see school children learning about the 
history of Double Springs, this park will capture the 
history of the community that might be lost when the 
older residents and local historians pass away, a place 
for our local people and out of town people to enjoy.

Community Observations
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C. Community Ideas Put to Paper

After the site visit and community walk, the community 
members, along with design professionals broke into 
groups to help define a common vision on paper — the 
good news, both groups created a vision that was similar, 
a great starting point for the designers.
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III. Teams Vision
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Materials List:  Local quarried stone 

for walls and buildings, brick pavers 

for walkways, cast in place concrete 

for walkways, standing seam galvanize 

roofing, heavy rough sawn timber (pine 

and cedar), moss rock boulders for 

stream bed, weathering steel (corten), 

field stone pavers, wooden picnic 

tables maybe from a local source Native Trees/Plants List:  sugar maple, 

beech, hemlock, silverbell, yellow poplar, 

white oak, yellow birch, yellow buckeye, 

bass wood, cowcumber, fire pink, amber 

trout lily, pink lady’s supper, rose pink, 

twin leaf, orange coneflower, Alabama 

war bonnet, glade violet, Alabama 

glade dress, hairy alumroot, trillium, 

mayapple, spider lilies, spiderwort, 

mayapple, spiderwort
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Nightlife
A revitalization of an existing building into a venue  
for nightlife and events.

Insulated Storefront System
with Colored Glass

Prefinished Metal  
Eyebrow Cladding

Painted  
Stucco Veneer

Standing Seam 
Metal Roofing

Existing Building

IV. Broad Timeline

Site Clean Up

> Stockpile Gravel

> Remove slabs, wheelstops, trash, etc.

> Rake and Seed Wildflowers and Broom Sedge

> Move Power Line

Stabilize Bluff

> Expose Rock

> Boulder Wall

Develop Plans for Water Feature & Architecture

Fundraise

Develop Full Plans & Build

Celebrate!
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V.  Funding Sources/People to Know
Alabama Clean Water Partnership 
Allison Jenkings 
205-266-6285 
www.cleanwaterpartnership.org

Alabama Communities of Excellence 
Mary Shell
334-467-6387
alabamacommunitiesofexcellence.org

ADECA 
Kenneth Boswell, Director
334-242-5370
adeca.alabama.gov
Numerous grants offered, including: Community 
Development Block Grants , Environmental 

Alabama Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources
(334) 242-3486

Alabama Forestry Commission
Dale Dickens  
334-240-9300
www.forestry.alabama.gov

Alabama Historical Commission
334 -242-3184
http://www.preserveala.org/

Alabama State Council on the Arts
Kay Jacoby
334-242-4076
www.arts.state.al.us/

Alabama Travel Council
334-271-0050

Alabama Tourism Department
334-242-4169
www.toruism.alabama.gov

Economic Development Partnership of Alabama
205-943-4700
www.edpa.org/

University of Alabama Center for Economic 
Development, The University of Alabama
Nisa Miranda
205-348-7058
www.uaced.ua.edu/

MainStreet Alabama
Mary Helmer
205-910-8819
www.mainstreetalabama.org

National Endowment for the Arts
www.arts.gov

USDA Rural Development
(334) 279-3400
www.rurdev.usda.gov/al

Housing and Urban Development 
Denise Cleveland-Leggett, Regional Administrator
205-731-2617
www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/
communitydevelopment/programs/stateadmin

Your Town Alabama
Website: yourtownalabama.org

Additional Federal Resources: 
www.reconnectingamerica.org

Downtown Revitalization - www.nal.usda.gov 
www.nal.usda.gov/ric/guide-to-funding-resources

Rural Development Grants – www.rd.usda.gov

EPA Smart Growth Grants – www.epa.gov  
(Smart Growth in Small Towns and Rural Communities)
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Our mission is to advocate for the collaboration of 

the design arts and their importance in creating and 

enhancing place in Alabama.


